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Introduction

Reading comprehension is a crucial skill in the GED test. It measures your ability to un-
derstand, analyze, and interpret written information from various sources. This section
provides an in-depth guide to all subtopics under Reading Comprehension, with examples
and exercises to enhance understanding.



1 Reading Comprehension

1.1 1.1 Informational Texts

Informational texts are nonfiction writings intended to convey factual information. These
texts are common in science, social studies, and workplace contexts. Understanding these
texts requires careful reading and interpretation of the main ideas, supporting details, and
overall structure.

1.1.1 1.1.1 Science Texts

Science texts include descriptions of experiments, processes, or scientific concepts. Key skills
include:

e Identifying the Hypothesis: Understanding the central question or goal of the
experiment.

e Understanding Procedures: Recognizing the methods used to collect data.
e Interpreting Results: Reading charts, graphs, and tables to understand outcomes.

e Drawing Conclusions: Evaluating whether the results support the hypothesis.

Example: A passage describes an experiment measuring plant growth under different light
conditions. Students must determine which type of light produced the fastest growth and
explain their reasoning based on the data.

1.1.2 1.1.2 Social Studies Texts

Social studies texts cover historical events, political systems, or cultural topics. Skills include:
e Identifying Main Ideas: Determining the key message or theme of the passage.
e Chronological Understanding: Recognizing the sequence of events.

e Analyzing Cause and Effect: Understanding why events happened and their con-
sequences.

¢ Recognizing Bias or Perspective: Identifying the author’s viewpoint or potential
bias.

Example: A text discusses the causes of the American Revolution. Students must identify
the main causes and explain how each contributed to the conflict.



1.1.3 1.1.3 Workplace Texts

Workplace texts include memos, emails, instructions, and reports. Skills include:

e Extracting Key Information: Identifying instructions, deadlines, or important up-
dates.

e Following Procedures: Understanding step-by-step instructions accurately.

e Summarizing Information: Condensing information for easier application.

Example: An email from a manager provides steps to submit a report. Students must
identify all requirements and the final submission date.



1.2 1.2 Literary Texts

Literary texts are written primarily to entertain, inform, or convey ideas. They include fic-
tion, nonfiction, poetry, and drama. Understanding literary texts requires analyzing elements
such as theme, character, and literary devices.

1.2.1 1.2.1 Fiction

Fictional texts include novels, short stories, or excerpts. Key skills include:
e Identifying Characters: Recognizing main and supporting characters.
e Understanding Plot: Following the sequence of events and subplots.
e Analyzing Theme: Understanding the central message or moral.

¢ Recognizing Conflict and Resolution: Identifying challenges and how they are
solved.

Example: A short story about a student’s first day at school. Students identify the main
character, the conflict, and the lesson learned.

1.2.2 1.2.2 Nonfiction

Nonfiction texts convey factual stories, essays, or biographies. Skills include:
e Extracting Facts: Differentiating factual information from opinions.
e Recognizing Author’s Purpose: Understanding why the author wrote the text.

e Analyzing Structure: Recognizing sections, headings, and subheadings.

Example: A biography of Marie Curie. Students must identify key achievements and
summarize her contributions to science.

1.2.3 1.2.3 Poetry

Poetry uses figurative language, rhythm, and imagery. Skills include:
e Identifying Figurative Language: Metaphors, similes, personification.
e Understanding Tone and Mood: Recognizing emotional impact.

e Analyzing Structure: Stanzas, rhyme schemes, and line breaks.

Example: A poem describes a sunrise. Students must interpret the figurative meaning
behind ”the sun kissed the horizon.”



1.2.4 1.2.4 Drama

Drama includes plays and dialogues. Skills include:
e Understanding Dialogue: Identifying what characters say and mean.
e Analyzing Stage Directions: Recognizing how action and dialogue work together.

e Identifying Themes: Understanding moral or central ideas.

Example: A scene from a play shows a conflict between two siblings. Students identify
the problem, emotions, and resolution.



1.3 1.3 Key Reading Skills

To excel in RLA, students must master fundamental reading skills applicable to all text
types.

1.3.1 1.3.1 Identifying Main Idea and Supporting Details

e Main Idea: The central concept the author wants to convey.

e Supporting Details: Facts, examples, or explanations that back the main idea.
Practice: Highlight the main idea in a passage and list three supporting details.

1.3.2 1.3.2 Making Inferences and Drawing Conclusions

e Use explicit information and background knowledge to infer meaning.

e Draw logical conclusions beyond what is directly stated.

Example: If a passage says, “She packed her umbrella and raincoat,” infer that it is likely
raining or about to rain.

1.3.3 1.3.3 Understanding Author’s Purpose and Tone

e Purpose: To inform, entertain, persuade, or explain.

e Tone: The attitude conveyed by the author (serious, humorous, sarcastic).

1.3.4 1.3.4 Analyzing Text Structure and Organization

e Recognize introduction, body, and conclusion.

e Identify cause-effect, problem-solution, compare-contrast structures.

1.3.5 1.3.5 Comparing and Contrasting Texts

e Identify similarities and differences in ideas, structure, or style between two texts.

1.3.6 1.3.6 Recognizing Cause and Effect

e Determine what events or actions caused others.

1.3.7 1.3.7 Summarizing Information

e Condense the text into a concise summary.

e Include main ideas and key details only.



Practice Exercises

1. Read a science passage about ecosystems. Identify the main idea, supporting details,
and one inference.

2. Read a short story excerpt. List the main character, conflict, and theme.
3. Read a workplace email. Summarize the key action items and deadlines.

4. Read a poem. Identify two examples of figurative language and explain their meaning.



GED Reasoning Through Language Arts (RLA)
Writing / Extended Response — Detailed Guide

Dominex

Introduction

Writing is a crucial part of the GED test. The Extended Response section evaluates a
student’s ability to communicate ideas clearly, organize thoughts, support arguments, and
demonstrate proper grammar and mechanics. This chapter provides a detailed guide to
argumentative and informative/explanatory writing, as well as overall extended response
skills.



1 Writing / Extended Response

1.1 2.1 Argumentative Writing

Argumentative writing requires presenting a clear claim or thesis and supporting it with
evidence and reasoning. Key components include:

1.1.1 2.1.1 Crafting a Clear Claim
A claim is the central statement or position that the writer defends. Tips:

e Make it specific and debatable.
e Place the claim in the introduction paragraph.

e Ensure every paragraph relates back to the claim.

Example: “School uniforms improve student focus and reduce peer pressure.” This claim
can be supported with evidence from studies, expert opinions, and logical reasoning.

1.1.2 2.1.2 Supporting Claims with Evidence

Evidence strengthens the claim. Types include:

e Facts and Statistics: Data from credible sources.

e Expert Opinions: Quotes or paraphrased ideas from authorities.

e Examples: Real-world or hypothetical scenarios.
Example: “According to a 2019 study, schools with uniforms reported a 15% decrease in
bullying incidents.”
1.1.3 2.1.3 Using Reasoning and Examples

Reasoning explains how evidence supports the claim. Effective strategies:

e Show cause-and-effect relationships.
e Use examples to illustrate abstract points.

e Connect paragraphs logically to reinforce the argument.

1.1.4 2.1.4 Addressing Counterclaims

Acknowledging opposing viewpoints strengthens credibility. Tips:

e Identify possible counterarguments.
e Refute them using evidence and logic.

e Maintain a respectful and objective tone.



Example: “Some argue that uniforms limit self-expression; however, students can still
express individuality through accessories and hairstyles.”



1.2 2.2 Informative / Explanatory Writing

Informative/explanatory writing requires presenting facts, explaining concepts, or describing
processes clearly and logically.

1.2.1 2.2.1 Organizing Ideas Logically
A coherent structure improves understanding. Tips:

e Use an introduction to state the topic.
e Develop body paragraphs with clear focus.

e Conclude by summarizing key points.

1.2.2 2.2.2 Explaining Concepts or Processes
Explanatory writing should be clear and precise. Strategies:
e Use step-by-step explanations for processes.
e Define technical terms as needed.

e Provide examples to clarify abstract concepts.

Example: Explaining photosynthesis:

e Plants convert sunlight into chemical energy.
e Chlorophyll absorbs light, triggering reactions.

e Energy is stored as glucose and oxygen is released.

1.2.3 2.2.3 Using Relevant Details and Examples
Support explanations with details:
e Include specific facts, examples, or statistics.
e Avoid unnecessary information that distracts from the topic.

e [llustrate points with diagrams or scenarios if allowed.

1.2.4 2.2.4 Maintaining Clarity and Coherence
Clear writing ensures readers understand the message:
e Use precise vocabulary.
e Employ transition words: “first,” “next,” “in conclusion.”

e Ensure paragraphs flow logically from one to the next.



1.3 2.3 Extended Response Skills

Beyond argumentative or explanatory writing, overall skills improve readability and impact.

1.3.1 2.3.1 Writing Coherent Paragraphs

Each paragraph should:
e Begin with a topic sentence.
e Include supporting evidence or explanation.

e End with a concluding or transition sentence.

1.3.2 2.3.2 Linking Ideas with Transitions

Transitions create smooth connections between ideas:

2 W

e Words like “however,” “in addition,” and “therefore.”

7

e Phrases like “as a result,” “for example,” or “on the other hand.”

1.3.3 2.3.3 Editing for Clarity, Grammar, and Punctuation

Editing ensures professionalism:
e Check for subject-verb agreement.
e Correct punctuation and capitalization.

e Remove redundancy and improve sentence flow.

Example Exercise: Revise the sentence: “He go to school every day, and he likes it, it is
fun.” Revised: “He goes to school every day and enjoys the experience.”



Practice Exercises

1. Write an argumentative paragraph on whether schools should implement uniforms.
Include a clear claim, evidence, reasoning, and a counterclaim.

2. Explain the process of making a simple electric circuit. Organize ideas logically and
include details.

3. Revise a paragraph for grammar, clarity, and punctuation.

4. Write a 5-sentence paragraph linking ideas using transition words.
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Introduction

Grammar, usage, and mechanics are essential components of clear and effective writing. This
section provides detailed guidance on sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, verb
tense and agreement, and word choice for the GED RLA test.



1 3.1 Sentence Structure
1.0.1 3.1.1 Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences
e Simple Sentences: Contain a subject and a predicate; express a complete thought.
— Example: “The student studied for the exam.”

e Compound Sentences: Contain two independent clauses joined by a coordinating
conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).

— Example: “The student studied for the exam, and she reviewed her notes care-
fully.”

e Complex Sentences: Contain one independent clause and at least one dependent
clause.

— Example: “Although the student was tired, she continued studying for the exam.”

1.0.2 3.1.2 Subject-Verb Agreement

e Singular subjects take singular verbs; plural subjects take plural verbs.
e Example: “The dog barks every morning.” vs. “The dogs bark every morning.”

e Pay attention to compound subjects and indefinite pronouns (everyone, each, nobody).

1.0.3 3.1.3 Sentence Fragments and Run-Ons

e Fragments: Incomplete sentences missing a subject or predicate.

— Fragment: “When she arrived at the library.” (Missing main clause)

— Corrected: “When she arrived at the library, she began studying immediately.”

e Run-ons: Two independent clauses incorrectly joined without punctuation or con-
junction.

— Run-on: “She studied hard she wanted to pass the test.”
— Corrected: “She studied hard because she wanted to pass the test.”



2 3.2 Punctuation

2.0.1 3.2.1 Periods, Commas, Semicolons, Colons

e Period (.): Ends a declarative sentence.
e Comma (,): Separates items in a list, introductory phrases, or clauses.
e Semicolon (;): Connects closely related independent clauses.

e Colon (:): Introduces a list, explanation, or quotation.

2.0.2 3.2.2 Quotation Marks and Apostrophes

e Quotation marks indicate spoken words or titles of short works.
e Apostrophes indicate possession or form contractions.

e Example: “She said, ‘I will complete the project today.” “The student’s notebook was
on the desk.”

2.0.3 3.2.3 Hyphens and Dashes

e Hyphen (-) connects compound words (well-known, part-time).
e En dash (-) indicates ranges (pages 10-20).

e Em dash (—) adds emphasis or breaks in thought.



3 3.3 Capitalization

e Capitalize proper nouns: names of people, places, organizations.
e Capitalize titles when used with names: “President Lincoln,” but not “the president.”

e Capitalize the first word of every sentence.

Example: “George Washington visited Mount Vernon in Virginia.”

4 3.4 Verb Tense and Agreement

4.0.1 3.4.1 Consistency in Tense

e Maintain the same tense throughout a sentence or paragraph unless indicating a time
change.

e Example: Incorrect: “She studied for the test and passes it easily.” Correct: “She
studied for the test and passed it easily.”

4.0.2 3.4.2 Irregular Verbs

e Some verbs do not follow regular -ed endings for past tense.

e Examples: go — went, begin — began, have — had.

5 3.5 Word Choice and Usage

5.0.1 3.5.1 Homophones and Commonly Confused Words

e Homophones: words that sound alike but have different meanings (their/there/they’re).

e Ensure context-appropriate usage.

5.0.2 3.5.2 Conciseness and Clarity

e Avoid redundant words or phrases.

e Replace vague words with precise vocabulary.

5.0.3 3.5.3 Context-Appropriate Vocabulary

e Choose words that fit the audience and purpose.

e Avoid informal or overly complex terms in formal writing tasks.



Practice Exercises

1. Identify and correct sentence fragments and run-on sentences in a provided paragraph.
2. Edit a passage to ensure proper punctuation (commas, semicolons, colons, periods).
3. Capitalize all proper nouns, titles, and sentence beginnings correctly.

4. Rewrite sentences to maintain consistent verb tense and correct irregular verbs.

5. Choose correct homophones and revise sentences for clarity and conciseness.
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Introduction

Reading and writing integration is a key skill tested on the GED RLA. It involves evaluating
arguments, synthesizing information, citing evidence, and revising written work. This section
provides detailed guidance with examples to develop strong reading-writing connections.



1 4.1 Evaluating Arguments in Text

Evaluating arguments involves analyzing how authors present their claims and supporting
evidence.

e I[dentify the claim: the main point or thesis the author is making.

e Examine the evidence: facts, statistics, examples, expert opinions.

e Analyze reasoning: how the evidence supports the claim.

e Look for bias or assumptions that may affect the argument’s credibility.
Example: Claim: “Recycling reduces landfill waste significantly.” Evidence: Statistics

showing reduction of waste by 25% in cities with recycling programs. Analysis: Evidence
supports the claim; however, examine assumptions about public participation and efficiency.



2 4.2 Synthesizing Information Across Multiple Texts

Synthesizing requires combining ideas from multiple sources to form a comprehensive under-
standing.

e [dentify common themes across texts.
e Compare and contrast the authors’ viewpoints.

e Integrate supporting evidence from different sources to support your own conclusions.

Example: Text A argues that urban gardening improves community health. Text B argues
that urban gardening enhances local biodiversity. Synthesis: Urban gardening benefits both
human health and the environment, providing a multifaceted justification for city gardening
programs.



3 4.3 Citing Evidence from Text
Properly citing evidence strengthens writing and supports claims.

e Use direct quotes sparingly; paraphrase when appropriate.
e Introduce the source clearly: “According to...”, “The author states...”

e Explain how the evidence connects to your claim.

Example: Claim: “Regular exercise improves mental health.” Evidence: “The National
Institute of Health reports that exercise reduces symptoms of depression and anxiety.” In-
tegration: This evidence directly supports the claim that exercise positively impacts mental
well-being.



4 4.4 Editing and Revising Writing Based on Feedback

Editing and revising are crucial for improving clarity, accuracy, and coherence.

e Content Revision: Add or remove ideas to strengthen argument or explanation.
e Organization: Rearrange sentences or paragraphs for logical flow.

e Clarity and Style: Replace vague words, eliminate redundancy, and maintain an
appropriate tone.

e Grammar and Mechanics: Correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and sen-
tence structure.

Example: Original: “Exercise is good. It makes you happy and healthy.” Revised: “Reg-
ular exercise promotes both physical health and emotional well-being, enhancing overall
quality of life.”



Practice Exercises

1. Read two articles on the same topic and write a synthesis paragraph highlighting
similarities and differences.

2. Identify the claim and supporting evidence in a given editorial and evaluate the strength
of the argument.

3. Revise a paragraph for clarity, organization, and grammar after receiving peer feedback.

4. Incorporate direct and paraphrased evidence into an argumentative essay.
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5. Practice Tasks and Exercises

Practice tasks reinforce the skills needed for GED RLA. This section provides exercises for
reading comprehension, extended writing, grammar, text analysis, and vocabulary.

0.1 5.1 Multiple-Choice Comprehension Questions

Multiple-choice questions test understanding of main ideas, details, inferences, and author’s
purpose.

Example: Read the passage: “Urban gardens provide fresh produce to local communities,
reduce food waste, and promote social interaction among neighbors.”
Question: What is the main idea of the passage?

a. Urban gardening helps reduce unemployment.

b. Urban gardens improve community well-being and provide fresh food.
c. Gardening requires too much effort.

d. Urban gardens only benefit the environment.

Correct answer: b

0.2 5.2 Extended Response Writing Prompts

Extended response tasks require students to organize ideas, support claims with evidence,
and write coherent paragraphs.

Example Prompt: “Some schools have implemented year-round classes. Write an essay
arguing whether year-round schooling is beneficial for students. Support your argument with
examples and evidence.”



Guidelines:
e Clearly state your claim in the introduction.
e Provide 2-3 supporting points with evidence.
e Address potential counterclaims.

e Conclude by summarizing your argument.

0.3 5.3 Grammar Correction Exercises

Grammar exercises help students identify and correct errors in sentence structure, punctua-
tion, verb tense, and word usage.

Example: Correct the errors in the sentence: “She don’t like going to the library because
it are too noisy.”
Corrected: “She doesn’t like going to the library because it is too noisy.”

0.4 5.4 Analyzing Text Structure and Purpose
Students practice identifying the structure of a text and its purpose.
e Structure: Chronological, cause/effect, problem/solution, compare/contrast.

e Purpose: To inform, persuade, entertain, or explain.

Example: A passage describing steps to conduct a science experiment is chronological
in structure and informative in purpose.

0.5 5.5 Vocabulary and Word Usage Drills

These exercises build understanding of context-appropriate vocabulary and commonly con-
fused words.

Example: Choose the correct word: “The scientist’s results were ___ and could be replicated
by others.” Options: a) reliable b) relax c) rare d) redundant
Correct answer: a) reliable

Example: Use the word “analyze” in a sentence demonstrating comprehension: “Students
must analyze the data carefully to draw valid conclusions.”



